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area tournaments, as well as the local Babe 
Ruth League games. 

Where does this man get the energy to ac-
complish these feats? I believe it comes from 
a strong desire to see the young people in his 
community and around the state have an op-
portunity to participate and excel in the great 
game of baseball. 

Sonny has been a very valuable member of 
the Colorado Babe Ruth League, Inc. man-
agement team. His good-natured attitude and 
‘‘laid back’’ style have served him well when 
handling issues that come up at the various 
levels of tournament play. He has even 
worked on Babe Ruth Tournaments for the 
Midwest Region. 

Because of Sonny’s love for kids and his 
commitment to the Babe Ruth program, he 
has been welcomed into the Colorado Babe 
Ruth Hall of Fame, and I am proud to rep-
resent such a fine individual in the U.S. Con-
gress. I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Robert ‘‘Sonny’’ Smith for his out-
standing contributions to his community. 
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge Ken Strom, who is this 
recipient of the National Audubon Society’s 
Golden Egret Award. 

Ken is the Director of Conservation and 
Public Policy for Audubon Colorado, a grad-
uate of Cornell University, and a Viet Nam vet-
eran. 

Ken started his Audubon experience at 
Francis Beidler Forest in South Carolina. For 
11 years Ken managed Audubon’s Rowe 
Wildlife Sanctuary, a critical habitat for 
Whooping Cranes and Sandhill Cranes on the 
Platte River in Nebraska. Ken’s efforts pro-
tected hundreds of thousands of these birds 
so that they could use the same feeding 
grounds as their predecessors. 

Ken coordinated a series of international 
partnerships for over ten years in which he ad-
vised scientists and policy-makers in a number 
of countries including Russia and Pakistan, 
countries without a history of wildlife conserva-
tion. These unique partnerships allowed Ken 
to establish conservation strategies for water 
resources and wetland habitats. Due to his 
work with Mumtaz Malik in the Northwest 
Frontier of Pakistan, two protected areas for 
cranes today exist on branches of the Indus 
River. In Russia, he was part of team with 
Serge Smirenski, George Archibald and 
Noritaki Ishida that established the first private 
park on the Indus River. 

In Colorado, Ken has helped to establish 
and monitor 53 Important Bird Areas (IBA). 
Given the state of wetlands in Colorado, this 
accomplishment stands out. Ken also directed 
Audubon’s highly visible nationwide population 
and habitat program that engaged hundreds of 
leaders and 20,000 activists working on edu-
cation and public advocacy. A result of this 
significant project, millions of Americans 
learned about the effects between human pop-
ulation growth and the environment. 

Ken served as an instructor and director of 
Audubon’s Ecology Camp in the Rockies, edu-
cating teachers, instructors and citizens. He 
inspired hundreds of people each year to be-
come voices on behalf of conservation. 

Ken is also an accomplished writer with a 
keen sense for describing nature. He is the 
co-editor with his wife, Pat Waak, of the book, 
‘‘Sharing the Earth: Cross Cultural Perspec-
tives on Population, Wildlife and the Environ-
ment.’’ He is also the author of ‘‘Population 
and Habit in the New Millennium.’’ 

Ken Strom is effectively working to fight the 
good fight to protect and win important vic-
tories for wilderness, wetlands and other crit-
ical habitat areas. As Audubon honors Ken 
Strom with its highest award, I believe it is fit-
ting for my colleagues to join me in acknowl-
edging a lifetime of achievement in conserva-
tion. 
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and respect that I take this oppor-
tunity to welcome home members of the 376th 
Engineer Battalion of Hammond, Indiana, and 
to honor them for their patriotism, their dedica-
tion, and their willingness to defend their coun-
try. These brave soldiers, known as the Men 
of Steel, recently returned to Northwest Indi-
ana after completing several missions in 
Mosul, Iraq in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. The 376th honorably provided secu-
rity during the recent Iraqi elections, took part 
in reconstruction efforts within Iraqi cities, pro-
vided humanitarian support to the people of 
Iraq, and courageously disposed of improvised 
explosive devices. The members of the 376th 
Engineer Battalion will be recognized at a 
homecoming ball in their honor, which will take 
place on January 21, 2006, at the Dynasty 
Banquet Hall in Hammond, Indiana. 

The people of this entire nation, as well as 
the citizens of Iraq, can be proud of the sac-
rifice and courage of these fine individuals: 
CPT Sean Begley, PV2 Alexander Baker, SPC 
Christopher Bennett, PV1 Adam Branson, 
SPC David Croyle, PV1 Joseph Gibbs, SPC 
Jaime Hoch, SPC Muain Issa, SPC Tobey 
Johnson, SGT Nicholas Kowalczyk, SPC Ash-
ley Sharp, SPC Terry Specyal, SGT Jose 
Tovalin, SPC Aaron Vance, SPC Michael 
Vician, SGT Travis Wheatley, SFC William 
Johnson, SPC Luke Abbott, SPC Daniel 
Wiley, SPC Joseph Veyette, SPC Enrique 
Uribe, SSG Mark Tegtman, SPC William 
Sideris, SPC Aaron Santonelli, SPC Carlos 
Reyes, SPC Brian Panzik, SGT Donald Mull, 
PFC William Mills, SPC Angel Lozano, SPC 
Timothy Bishop, PFC Christopher Boger, SPC 
Steven Bramer, PV2 David Kuzmar, SPC 
Jason Loebbaka, SPC Thomas Martinez, PFC 
Brandon McCormick, SGT David Moake, SSG 
Stephen Otten, SGT Gershom Parr, SFC Mel-
vin Pennington, SPC Daniel Rubalcava, SPC 
Vincent Lenart, SPC Allen Hughes, SGT Rob-
ert Jaso, SPC Matthew Gabrano, SGT Ryan 
Bood, SPC Jonathan Bright, SPC Corrie 
Covelli, SPC Ryan Eder, SGT Michael Guz, 

SGT Brian Brandenburg, SPC Joshua 
Buikema, SPC Jonathan Cuevas, SSG Thom-
as Kopanda, SPC Paul Gordon, SSG Matthew 
Hamater, PFC Michael Brunsman, and SPC 
Michael Coughlin. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring the members of the 376th Engineer 
Battalion, the Men of Steel, for their dedication 
and courage in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. They will forever remain heroes in 
the eyes of their families, their communities, 
and their country. Let us welcome them home 
and thank them for their commitment to pre-
serve the ideals of freedom and democracy. 
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MENT 
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the exemplary service that Jan Borman 
provided for the labor community of western 
New York. 

Jan began her career in the labor force in 
1966 as an operator at New York Telephone. 
She was active as a job steward and then 
chief steward as a frame tech at the Hertel 
Central office in Buffalo, NY. 

In 1986 Jan was elected area vice president 
of the Communication Worker’s of America, 
CWA, Local 1122 where she represented New 
York Telephone, Visiting Nursing Association 
and Jewish Family Services employees. 

As CWA area vice president, Jan extended 
herself and her talents to several worthy com-
munity organizations including: The United 
Way, Citizens Action, AFL–CIO and the Mon-
signor Healy Foundation. In 1994 Jan was 
elected to the Board of Directors of the United 
Way and was also active on the boards of the 
Work Force Development Committee, and 
Independent Health of western New York. 

Jan’s involvement in organized labor flour-
ished, and she served in several leadership 
capacities. In 2000, Jan was the first woman 
ever to be elected as executive vice president 
of CWA Local 1122. Jan demonstrated her 
commitment to labor and earned the trust of 
her fellow members and in 2003 Jan Borman 
became the first woman President of CWA 
Local 1122. 

Most recently Jan was elected as recording 
secretary for the Buffalo Council AFL–CIO 
CLC where she demonstrated her commitment 
to the organized labor movement. 

Jan will be remembered for her dedication 
and pursuit of just labor causes. Her service 
enriched the lives of so many men and 
women who live and work in the western New 
York area. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have worked 
with Jan Borman. She served CWA Local 
1122 proudly and with strong conviction. I 
would like to thank Jan for her service to our 
community and wish her well in all of her fu-
ture endeavors. 
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